
Meeting #13 Summary

The Massachusetts Distributed Generation Interconnection Collaborative

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Room 102

The Massachusetts Technology Collaborative

Westboro, MA

21 people attended the meeting, which began at 9:15 and ended at 4:30. See attached attendance list. 

I. Documents Distributed
Prior to the meeting

a. Draft Tariff Document 

II. Substantive Discussion

Dr. Raab and Ms. Orenstein convened the Collaborative meeting and reiterated that the Group’s task was to make as much progress as possible on the draft Tariff document developed by the Tariff Work Group of the Collaborative. They noted that the document had three levels of highlighting. Blue highlights indicate areas of disagreement, yellow indicate issues not yet fully discussed by the Work Group, and red-line edits are changes to the DG Collaborative Report. The task of the Collaborative would be to clear up as many of the blue highlights as possible. 

Collaborative members not participating in the Working Group noted that they had comments on a number of other items in the draft tariff: 

· Net metering 

· Information gathering requirements/confidentiality

· What additional studies the fee schedule for the Expedited Process covers

· Advanced Metering

· Timeframes – There should be a footnote detailing a 15-day limit for Customers to reply to utility requests. 

· The difference between “substantial” versus “minor” system modification definitions. 

· Disconnect issue. 

· Contract language regarding approval to interconnect per tariff.

· Section 8.3

The Group then proceeded to address the blue-highlighted items in sequence. It discussed each in turn and made changes as necessary. Once the Group had agreed to the wording, the blue highlights were removed.  The red line mark-up version of the Tariff including the Group’s edits is available by clicking here. The only two issues the  the Group did not reach resolution on was 1) the level of insurance a DG would be required to carry in order to interconnect, and 2) how adjustments should be made to a Company’s original cost estimate for studies of system modifications. Many of the Group’s solutions involved language that will be incorporated into a cover letter to accompany the submission of the Tariff to the DTE. The consensus text developed at the meeting is contained below in Appendix A. The facilitators will develop a draft cover letter for the Group’s review.

As a result of its deliberations, the Group identified a series of next steps to move the tariff towards completion: 

· Raab Associates will notify the DTE that the Collaborative will submit the tariff by May 15

· Working group meetings will be held on 4/16 and 4/22.  The work group will continue working on:

· contract language

· Insurance provisions

· Editorial comments

· Simplified contract

· Other issues list

· Redline changes to report

· Adjustments to Company’s original estimate.

· Raab Associates will circulate the tariff on 4/23

· Editorial comments can be submitted to Raab Associates and they will develop a redline document that includes them for Work Group review and discussion

· Collaborative meeting only if needed on 4/29, decide after 4/22. 

· Develop Cover Letter – Facilitators 
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Appendix A: Potential Cover Letter Language

(Note: Below to be integrated into a letter from Stakeholders to the DTE)

The Collaborative’s report stated, “This report is not intended to replace or change the regulations promulgated under 220 CMR 8.00”. The parties further note that there is disagreement within the Collaborative as to the inter-relationship between timelines in the proposed tariff and the existing regulations applicable to Qualifying Facilities and On-site Generation (see 220 CMR 8.04). The Collaborative requests that the DTE make a decision that clarifies this matter after appropriate regulatory proceedings that include an opportunity for the parties to brief their positions. 

The Collaborative also notes that the timelines were not settled in the report, as RealEnergy dissented on the timelines, and request that the DTE resolve that issue in the same manner as above.

In the context of negotiation and compromise the stakeholders fully endorse the report as a whole, acknowledging that it represents a reasonable starting place for interconnection standards. Changes to any portion of the report may lead stakeholders to review their positions on other portions or on the report as a whole.  (Note: This is a quote from the Collaborative’s final report.  It may need to be repeated for the submission of the final Tariff.)

This tariff represents the Collaborative’s translation of the report on interconnection requirements.  Resolution of issues arising out of subsequent phases of this proceeding (e.g. rate issues) may impact this tariff.

The Collaborative is not in complete agreement on who should own the meter, but recognizes that there is an open docket on metering, and that the tariff will be updated as appropriate.

GERRY: This tariff is the codification of all elements of the report with one exception.  In addition to asking the DTE to approve the tariff,  the Collaborative asks the DTE to authorize the DG Collaborative to conduct an ongoing collaborative process, as set forth in the report filed on March 3. 









































































































































































PAGE  
1

