DRAFT (1-27-03)

Annual Review and Information Tracking Proposal

Goals for Information Tracking and Progress Review 


DG Collaborative members have agreed, based on projections of future needs and capabilities, to components of a system to streamline DG interconnection procedures.  All Collaborative parties agree that, because DG is an emerging interconnection arena, there is limited experience with the screens, time lines, and cost estimates that are part of the recommended interconnection process.  Many parties in the Collaborative agreed to the recommended interconnection process on condition that a process be developed to assess the efficiency and effectiveness of the process and to work together in the future to create the most reliable, safe and efficient system for all parties.  Thus, the Collaborative as a whole recommends a two-year review process for DG interconnection experiences under the Collaborative recommended procedures. 


Collaborative members further agree to gather and aggregate project specific information to provide data on which to evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed system.  This data may also be valuable to others interested in DG interconnections, including relevant agencies (e.g. DEP) and organizations (e.g. ISO-NE).

Forum for Periodic Review


Given the conditional nature of the agreements among the Collaborative parties, they request that the DTE issue an Interim Order in response to the Collaborative Report. [Move to Front?] In the two years following the issuance of this order, the Collaborative parties will meet quarterly to exchange information about DG interconnection experiences and technological developments.  After one year of experience and again after two years, the Collaborative, at its option, may request modifications in the Interim Order so that it can begin to implement any necessary adjustments, improvements and streamlining that all can support at that time.  It may also at this time consider targets for further streamlining beyond the two-year period covered by the Interim Order.  [At the end of the first year the Collaborative will endeavor to establish targets for what it can achieve in year 2.] There will be a request for a final order at the end of 2 years.
Data Tracking 

The utility participants in the DG Collaborative have agreed to track certain information on the processing of each application for DG interconnection and to compile that specific information on a quarterly basis for presentation and discussion with other Collaborative members.  The tracking system will be standard for all electric utility companies in MA, will be aggregated across the utilities [by whom?] and average costs and processing times
 will be calculated.  A report of this information will be shared with Collaborative members and it is also anticipated that this information will be posted on the Collaborative web site for access and review by others.  

The application and project tracking system has been reviewed in the Collaborative process, and was designed to meet the needs of all parties.   Included in this tracking system are the following elements:

· Project identification number

· Size of project

· Fuel source

· Whether the project is on a radial, spot network, or area network system

· Generator type (i.e. inverter, induction, synchronous)

· Time involved in processing each stage of the application

· Which screens were used and passed or failed for the application

· Total time for processing the application

· Person-hours required by the utility to complete the processing of the application

· Date contract is sent to customer, date project is approved, and date project goes on line

· Details of any supplemental review process, including time in days and in person-hours

· For standard review projects, time requirements for impact studies and facility studies

· Additional notes supplementing information about any of the above.  The notes may include information about the system modifications that may be required and their costs, the scope of any supplemental review, costs of facility and impact studies, and other project specific details.

In addition to tracking the processing of each application, the utilities and DG developers have developed a worksheet that will be used to track each project’s progress through the screens used to identify simplified and expedited interconnections.   Information on this worksheet can include data on the types of studies required by the supplemental review process, and information about which screens posed challenges for specific projects.  The information from the screen worksheet will be communicated to the applicant, and remain in the application file to provide background information about the use of the screens as needed.


Confidentiality Protections.  The information disseminated to the DG Collaborative and others will not include any identifying information (name, address, etc.) and will not be held confidential.  [The applicant will be notified by a statement on the application form that certain basic process timing information will be aggregated and subject to review for the purpose of analyzing and improving the interconnection process ](this section needs further discussion among the Work Team).  The DG developers have requested the option of requesting that the notes on a specific project be kept confidential to protect confidential business information.  The utilities do not object to this option, as long as the burden is on the DG developer to make a clear request for the Confidential Business Information option. 

� Developed by Information and Annual Review Work Team.  Members contributing to proposal:  Gerry Bingham, Steve Cowell, Dave Dishaw, Roger Freeman, Sam Nutter, Tim Roughan, Henry Yoshimura 





� The quarterly reports will include information about all applications, not just those completed.  





